
MLA Parenthetical Citation Formats 
 

The following are examples of parenthetical citation formats. For more detailed information, consult the MLA Handbook (7
th
 

edition) or try the MLA Formatting Guide at the Owl at Perdue’s website http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/. 
Please note: When using online resources, page numbers are omitted from the parenthetical citation. 
 
 
When you omit the author’s name in your sentence: 

One researcher has found that dreams move backward in time as the night progresses (Dement 71). 

When you mention the author’s name in your sentence: 

Freud states that “a dream is the fulfillment of a wish” (154). 

When citing a website, use the author. If no author, use the title of the article. If no title, use the name of the website. 

To identify the source of a quotation, paraphrase, or summary, place the author's last name in parentheses after the 
cited material  (Harnack and Kleppinger). 

When you cite more than one work by the same author: 

One current theory emphasizes the principle that dreams express “profound aspects of personality” (Foulkes, Sleep 
184).  But investigation shows that young children’s dreams are “rather simple and unemotional” (Foulkes, Dreams 78). 

When the work has two or three authors: 

Psychologists hold that no two children are alike (Gesell and Smith 68). 

When the work has more than three authors: 

(Rosenberg et al. 14) 

When the work is a play, include the title of the play, act, scene, and line number(s).  

 Hamlet, conflicted about his purpose, ponders, “To be, or not to be: that is the question” (Hamlet 3.2.56). 

When the work has no author, begin with the word by which the title is alphabetized in the Works Cited. If the title is 
long, it is acceptable to shorten it: 

Random testing for use of steroids by athletes is facing strong opposition by owners of several of these teams 
(“Steroids” 22). 

When you quote or paraphrase a quotation from a book or article that appeared somewhere else:  

Bacon observed that “it is hardly possible at once to admire an author and to go beyond him” (qtd. in Guibroy 113). 

When you are citing several sources for a single passage: 

 There are negative implications to computerizing commercial art (Parker 2; “Art Nonsense” 43). 

When you cite a character in a literary work: 

 Chai explains, “I reached out and smoothed out the frown lines on his forehead” (Pan 105). 

When you cite a long quotation (four lines or more) that is set off from the text (Note that the quote is indented by one 
inch, double spaced, and without quotation marks): 

 No one is really certain about the origins of the term “Dust Bowl”:   

H.L. Mencken in a footnote to the first supplement (1945) to his monumental The American 
 Language traces the term...to an Associated Press dispatch sent by staff writer Robert Geiger 
on April 15, 1935. (French 3) 
 

When you paraphrase a whole passage or several passages, begin your citation with the author’s or article’s name and 
end it with the page number: 

According to Brown, every time you read an essay, you are preparing to write one.  Therefore, you should pay careful 
attention to content and form (9). 

 
 

This document is modified from Hunterdon Central Regional HS Instructional Media Center http://central.hcrhs.k12.nj.us/imc/  
and The Owl at Purdue’s MLA Citation Guide at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/. 

Punctuation Note: Notice the punctuation 
occurs AFTER the citation at the very end of 

the sentence.   


