Collins Hill High School 2011 Summer Reading List
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9th Grade 
	Author
	Title
	Summary

	*Forman
	If I Stay
	The last normal moment that Mia, a talented cellist, can remember is being in the car with her family. Then she is standing outside her body beside their mangled Buick and her parents' corpses, watching herself and her little brother being tended by paramedics. As she ponders her state, Mia is whisked away to a hospital, where, her body in a coma, she reflects on the past and tries to decide whether to fight to live.

	Myers
	Slam

	Sixteen year old Greg “Slam” Harris loves basketball.  His performance at school, however, may be forcing him into a life without it.

	Spinelli
	Milkweed

	Day by day Warsaw, Poland becomes more dangerous as Nazis take over every aspect of city life.  When a young boy who knows nothing of his background is taken in by an older orphan, he learns about friendship and survival during this dark time in history.

	Card
	Ender’s Game

	Earth has been attacked twice by aliens.   In order to save the human species, the world government has started breeding military geniuses and training them in the art of war.

	*Morgenroth


	Jude
	Still reeling from his drug-dealing father’s murder, moving in with the wealthy mother he never knew, and transferring to a private school, fifteen-year-old Jude is tricked into pleading guilty to a crime he did not commit.  

	Lubar
	Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie
	Scott Hudson is your average freshman. He's small, he's lost, and seniors torment him. His homework keeps him up all night, and his gym teacher is trying to kill him. He turns out to be the least athletic sports reporter in school history, his mother is about to have a baby, and his attempts at romance continually fall flat. It’s a funny story that Scott tells through his journal of advice for the unborn baby.  

	*McNamee


	Acceleration
	Stuck working in the Lost and Found of the Toronto Transit Authority for the summer, seventeen-year-old Duncan finds the diary of a serial killer and sets out to stop him.

	Dashner
	The Maze Runner
	When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first name. His memory is blank. But he’s not alone. When the lift’s doors open, Thomas finds himself surrounded by kids who welcome him to the Glade—a large, open expanse surrounded by stone walls. Just like Thomas, the Gladers don’t know why or how they got to the Glade. All they know is that every morning the stone doors to the maze that surrounds them have opened. Every night they’ve closed tight. And every 30 days a new boy has been delivered in the lift. Thomas was expected. But the next day, a girl is sent up—the first girl to ever arrive in the Glade. And more surprising yet is the message she delivers.

	Omololu
	Dirty Little Secrets
	Everyone has a secret. But Lucy’s is bigger and dirtier than most. It’s one she’s been hiding for years—that her mom’s out-of-control hoarding has turned their lives into a world of garbage and shame. She’s managed to keep her home life hidden from her best friend and her crush, knowing they’d be disgusted by the truth. So, when her mom dies suddenly in their home, Lucy hesitates to call 911 because revealing their way of life would make her future unbearable—and she begins her two-day plan to set her life right.


10th Grade

	Author
	Title
	Summary

	Mortenson and Relin
	Three Cups of Tea
	"The first time you share tea with a Balti, you are a stranger," a villager tells Greg Mortenson. "The second time, you are an honored guest. The third time you become family." An inspirational story of one man's efforts to address poverty, educate girls, and overcome cultural divides.  (Please Note:  This is not the young reader’s edition.)

	Bruchac
	Code Talker
	After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.

	*Myers
	Sunrise Over Fallujah
	Robin's parents aspire for him to go to college, but following September 11, he feels compelled to join the Army instead. By early 2003, Robin has completed Basic Training and is deployed to Iraq where he becomes part of a Civil Affairs Unit charged with building the trust of the Iraqi people to minimize fighting. Civil Affairs soldiers are often put into deadly situations to test the waters, and Robin finds that the people in his unit, who nickname him "Birdy," are the only ones he can trust.

	Busby
	The Year We Disappeared
	Before August 31, 1979, nine-year-old Cylin’s biggest worry was avoiding her grumpy neighbor. Then her family’s life changed forever when her father, a Cape Cod policeman, was shot on his drive to work. Horribly injured, with most of his lower jaw blown away, John Busby somehow managed to stop his car and run for help. Although John was convinced he knew his attacker’s identity, the investigation mysteriously stalled, and the Busby family was given 24-hour protection during the long experimental effort to reconstruct John’s face.

	Beah

	A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier
	Beah's harrowing journey transforms him overnight from a child enthralled by American hip-hop music and dance to an internal refugee bereft of family, wandering from village to village in a country grown deeply divided by the indiscriminate atrocities of unruly, sociopathic rebel and army forces. Beah then finds himself in the army—in a drug-filled life of casual mass slaughter that lasts until he is 15, when he's brought to a rehabilitation center sponsored by UNICEF and partnering NGOs. The process marks out Beah as a gifted spokesman for the center's work after his "repatriation" to civilian life in the capital, where he lives with his family and a distant uncle. When the war finally engulfs the capital, it sends 17-year-old Beah fleeing again, this time to the U.S., where he now lives.

	*Alexie
	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian
	This National Book Award winner chronicles the adolescence of Junior, an American Indian who copes with conflicts of culture and class by using his humor, dedication, and athletic talents.  Junior lives on a reservation but makes an important decision as he enters high school.  

	Draper
	Romiette and Julio
	Sixteen-year-old Julio Montague's parents have moved their family to Cincinnati, OH, in order to get their son out of his gang-ridden high school in Corpus Christi, TX. Romiette Cappelle, also 16, is the daughter of successful African-American parents and the granddaughter of college professors. When these two young people, both from proud heritages, begin a romance, they must deal not only with their parents' prejudices but also with the threats of a local gang called The Family.

	Hall
	Same Kind of Different
	Hollywood art dealer Ron Hall and former Louisiana indentured servant Denver Moore reflect on their lives and the friendship that was established between them thanks to Ron's late wife Deborah's volunteer work at Union Gospel Mission in Fort Worth, Texas.

	Ryan
	The Forest of Hands and Teeth
	Through twists and turns of fate, orphaned Mary seeks knowledge of life, love, and especially what lies beyond her walled village and the surrounding forest, where dwell the Unconsecrated, aggressive flesh-eating people who were once dead.


11th Grade

	Author
	Title
	Summary

	*Asher
	13 Reasons Why
	When Clay Jenson plays the cassette tapes he received in a mysterious package, he's surprised to hear the voice of dead classmate Hannah Baker. He's one of 13 people who receive Hannah's story, which details the circumstances that led to her suicide. Clay spends the rest of the day and long into the night listening to Hannah's voice and going to the locations she wants him to visit. The text alternates, sometimes quickly, between Hannah's voice (italicized) and Clay's thoughts as he listens to her words, which illuminate betrayals and secrets that demonstrate the consequences of even small actions. 

	Bradbury
	Shift
	For best friends Chris and Win, nothing could be more gratifying than a two-month-long cross-country bike trip following high school graduation. But when Win suddenly disappears somewhere in Montana, and Chris, the narrator, returns home alone to Virginia with only a hunch where his friend might be, Chris's once-firm grasp on reality slowly begins to weaken - especially when Win's overprotective, domineering father launches an FBI investigation to track down his son.

	Clare
	City of Bones
	When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects to witness a murder—much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disappears into thin air. This is Clary’s first meeting with the Shadowhunters, warriors dedicated to ridding the earth of demons. It’s also her first encounter with Jace, a Shadowhunter who looks a little like an angel and acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-four hours Clary is pulled into Jace’s world with a vengeance, when her mother disappears and Clary herself is attacked.

	Grisham
	Playing for Pizza
	Rick Dockery was the third-string quarterback for the Cleveland Browns. In the AFC Championship game against Denver, the Browns had a 17-point lead and minutes to go when Rick provided what was arguably the worst single performance in the history of the NFL. Overnight, he became a national laughingstock, was immediately cut by the Browns, and was shunned by all other teams. Against enormous odds, Rick's agent Arnie finds a team that wants Rick and tells him he can even be a starting quarterback–for the mighty Panthers of Parma, Italy. So Rick reluctantly agrees to play for the Panthers–at least until a better offer comes along.

	*Koontz
	Watchers
	From a top secret government laboratory come two genetically altered life forms. One is a magnificent dog of astonishing intelligence. The other, a hybrid monster of a brutally violent nature. And both are on the loose...

	Smith
	Flygirl
	All Ida Mae Jones wants to do is fly. But as a young black woman in 1940s Louisiana, she knows the sky is off limits to her, until America enters World War II, and the Army forms the WASP–Women Airforce Service Pilots. Ida has a chance to fulfill her dream if she’s willing to use her light skin to pass as a white girl. She wants to fly more than anything, but Ida soon learns that denying one’s self and family is a heavy burden, and ultimately it’s not what you do but who you are that’s most important.

	*Vonnegut
	Cat’s Cradle
	Vonnegut’s clever and biting apocalyptic story tells of Earth's end and presents a vision of the future that offers a satirical look at modern lives. The novel is filled with scientists, G-men, and ordinary folks chasing each other around in search of the world's most important and dangerous substance, a new form of ice that freezes at room temperature.


12th Grade

	Author
	Title
	Summary

	*Shusterman
	Unwind
	In a future world where those between the ages of thirteen and eighteen can have their lives "unwound" and their body parts harvested for use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths to uphold their beliefs--and, perhaps, save their own lives.

	Lindner
	Jane
	In this contemporary retelling of Jane Eyre, an orphaned nanny becomes entranced with her magnetic and brooding employer, a rock star with a torturous secret from his past.

	*Efaw
	After
	In complete denial that she is pregnant, straight-A student and star athlete Devon Davenport leaves her baby in the trash to die, and after the baby is discovered, Devon is accused of attempted murder.

	Friesen
	Jerk, California
	Plagued by Tourette's syndrome and a stepfather who despises him, Sam meets an old man in his small Minnesota town who sends him on a road trip designed to help him discover the truth about his life.

	Zusak
	The Book Thief
	Narrated by Death, Markus Zusak’s novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a young foster girl living outside of Munich in Nazi Germany.  Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she discovers something she can’t resist—books.  Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor’s wife’s library, wherever they are to be found.  This novel is an intriguing story about the ability of books to feed the soul.  

	*Walls
	The Glass Castle
	A remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, The Glass Castle is a look into Wall’s own lively and dysfunctional family.  With a father who was brilliant when he was sober and a mother who was, at times, irresponsibly free-spirited, the Walls children learned to take care of themselves.  This memoir reflects the intense love of a peculiar, but loyal, family.

	Crutcher
	Deadline
	Given the medical diagnosis of one year to live, high school senior Ben Wolf decides to fulfill his greatest fantasies, ponders his life's purpose and legacy, and converses through dreams with a spiritual guide known as "Hey-Soos."

	Greene
	The Tenth Man
	Chavel, a wealthy French lawyer, is held prisoner by the Germans during World War II.  When he is chosen to die, Chavel makes a cowardly trade for his life, a decision with serious consequences.  Posing as one of the other prisoners, Chavel returns home at the end of the war to find it occupied by the executed prisoner’s sister.  As the relationship between Chavel and the sister develops, Chavel struggles to keep his real identity a secret.  He must live under false pretenses, fearing discover, until a man claiming to be Chavel turns up at their doorstep, an event that results in a surprising climactic moment.


Students who will be enrolled at Collins Hill High School in the fall of 2011 must complete a summer reading assignment for language arts.  Please note: students who are enrolled in Advanced Placement courses for next year will receive summer reading lists and assignments from their current English teachers.  





Requirements:  


1.	Each student is required to read one book for summer reading from his/her 2011-2012 grade level.  


2.	Upon returning to school in August, students will be given two assessments to evaluate their reading.  They will be expected to show their knowledge and understanding of their chosen book.  


Students should read the works carefully.  They are encouraged to take notes as they read to aid in comprehension and recall of the novel’s elements.





Novels marked with an asterisk (*) may contain mature situations or language.  Parents, please monitor your child’s choices.











